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Cattle on Feed 
Iowa:   There were 1,285,000 cattle on feed for the slaughter 
market in all feedlots in Iowa on June 1, 2009, down 3 percent 
from May 1, 2009, but up 4 percent from June 1, 2008.  Feedlots 
with a capacity greater than 1,000 head had 530,000 head on feed, 
down 2 percent from last month but up 2 percent from last year.  
Feedlots with a capacity less than 1,000 head had 755,000 head on 
feed, down 4 percent from last month but up 5 percent from last 
year. 
 
Placements during May totaled 109,000 head, down 17 percent 
from last month and down 20 percent from  last year.  Feedlots 
with a capacity greater than 1,000 head placed 60,000 head, down 
24 percent from last month but up 3 percent from last year.  
Feedlots with a capacity less than 1,000 head placed 49,000 head.  
This is down 6 percent from last month and down 37 percent from 
last year. 
 
Marketings for May were 145,000 head, up 9 percent from last 
month but down 12 percent from last year.  Feedlots with a 
capacity greater than 1,000 head marketed 68,000 head, 
unchanged from last month but up 5 percent from last year.   
Feedlots with a capacity less than 1,000 head marketed 
77,000 head, up 18 percent  from last month but down 23 percent 
from last year.  Other disappearance totaled 4,000 head.  
 
United States: Cattle and calves on feed for slaughter market in 
the United States for feedlots with capacity of 1,000 or more 
head totaled 10.4 million head on June 1, 2009.  The inventory 
was 4 percent below June 1, 2008.   
 
Placements in feedlots during May totaled 1.64 million, 14 
percent below 2008.  Net placements were 1.54 million head.  
This is the second lowest placements for the month of May since 
the series began in 1996.  During May, placements of cattle and 
calves weighing less than 600 pounds were 395,000, 600-699 
pounds were 305,000, 700-799 pounds were 433,000, and 800 
pounds and greater were 505,000. 
 
Marketings of fed cattle during May totaled 1.95 million, 9 
percent below 2008.  This is the lowest fed cattle marketings for 
the month of May since the series began in 1996. 
 
Other disappearance totaled 101,000 during May, 26 percent 
above 2008. 
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Cattle on Feed:  Number on Feed, Placements and Marketings by Month,  1,000+ Capacity Feedlots  1 
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 1 Cattle and calves on feed are animals for slaughter market being fed a ration of grain or other concentrates and are expected to produce a carcass that 
will grade select or better.    2  Includes death loss, movement from feedlots to pasture, and shipments to other feedlots for further feeding. 
    
Hogs & Pigs Inventory 
 
Iowa:  On June 1, there were 19.6 million hogs and pigs on 
Iowa farms.  The June 1 inventory was up 200,000 from a 
year ago. 
 
The March – May 2009 pig crop was 4.68 million head.  A 
total of 485,000 sows farrowed with an average litter size of 
9.65 pigs per sow. 
 
As of June 1, producers planned to farrow 480,000 head of 
sows and gilts in the June – August 2009 quarter. Farrowing 
intentions for the September - November 2009 period were 
estimated at 480,000 as of June 1, 2009.  
 
United States:  U.S. inventory of all hogs and pigs on June 
1, 2009 was 66.1 million head.  This was down 2 percent 
from June 1, 2008 but up 1 percent from March 1, 2009.   
    
Breeding inventory, at 5.97 million head, was down 
3 percent from last year and down slightly from the previous 
quarter.  Market hog inventory, at 60.1 million head, was 
down 2 percent from last year but up 1 percent from last 
quarter.  
  The March-May 2009 pig crop, at 28.5 million head, was 
down slightly from 2008 but up 2 percent from 2007.  Sows 
farrowing during this period totaled 2.97 million head, down 
3 percent from 2008 and down 2 percent from 2007.  The 
sows farrowed during this quarter represented 50 percent of 
the breeding herd.  The average pigs saved per litter was a 
record high 9.61 for the March-May 2009 period, compared 
to 9.38 last year.  Pigs saved per litter by size of operation 
ranged from 7.40 for operations with 1-99 hogs and pigs to 
9.70 for operations with more than 5,000 hogs and pigs. 
 
U.S. hog producers intend to have 2.97 million sows farrow 
during the June-August 2009 quarter, down 3 percent from 
the actual farrowings during the same period in 2008 and 
down 5 percent from 2007.  Intended farrowings for 
September-November 2009, at 2.96 million sows, are down 
2 percent from 2008 and down 7 percent from 2007.  
       
The total number of hogs under contract owned by 
operations with over 5,000 head, but raised by contractees, 
accounted for 46 percent of the total U.S. hog inventory, up 




Hogs and Pigs:  Breeding, Market, and Total Inventory By Selected States and United States, June 1, 2008-2009  1 
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 1 May not add due to rounding. 
 
 
Market Hogs and Pigs: Inventory Number by Weight Group, Selected States, and United States, June 1, 2008-2009  1 
State 
Under 60 lbs. 60-119 lbs. 120-179 lbs. 180 lbs. and over 
2008 2009 2008 2009 2008 2009 2008 2009 









































































 1 Weight groups may not add to Market due to rounding.                                                                                         
 ECONOMIST CORNER 
By Shane Ellis, Livestock Economist, and Chad Hart, Grain Marketing 
Specialist,  
Iowa Cooperative Extension Service – Ames 
 
 
The June hog and pig report came in close to analysts’ 
expectations.  There are now 2 percent less total hogs with a 
2.7 percent reduction in the number of sows and 1.9 percent 
fewer market hogs.  While the number of market hogs available 
is declining, remember that domestic supply is impacted by the 
amount of product being exported.  Pork exports are down more 
than 11 percent this year compared to last.  Last year 20 percent 
of pork production was exported and now more than a tenth of 
that will remain in the domestic supply, a 2 percent reduction in 
market hogs is quickly mitigated.  Hog slaughter weights are 
also up (an average 3-4 lbs) from a year ago.  This is due 
partially due to the more temperate weather of the last spring and 
producers holding their hogs just a little bit longer in hopes that 
the expected summer price rally would come.  Not to spread 
pessimism, but it looks as though live hog prices will remain in 
the low $40 for the remainder of the year. 
 
The prospect of falling corn prices should give some 
encouragement to feeder cattle producers.  As feed prices 
moderate feedlots are more likely to improve their bids for 
feeder cattle.  Remember that cattle feeders have seen some 
tremendous losses in the past two years, and may be a little 
skittish about bidding up calf prices until they are sure of fed 
cattle prices.  Beef prices increased slightly during June as grills 
heated up for the Father’s Day and Independence Day weekends. 
Beef supplies continue to be lower than a year ago and with 
cattle on feed numbers down 4 percent there is hope that prices 
will improve.  The futures market appears to be optimistic with 
$90/cwt for fourth quarter live cattle contracts, a $4 
improvement from a month ago.   
 
The combination of slightly higher corn stocks, significantly 
higher corn area, and improving weather conditions will have a 
strong impact on corn prices, providing additional momentum 
for price drops in the market.  The corn market has already shed 
20 cents per bushel over the last couple of weeks and as I write 
this on the morning of June 30
th
, the corn market looks to be 
limit down (30 cents per bushel) today.  With the substantial 
increase in corn acreage, it will be interesting to see if USDA 
continues to adjust its yield estimate downward.  If USDA holds 
national corn yields at the current estimate, 153.4 bushels per 
acre, the acreage shift will imply 350 million more bushels of 
corn than previously estimated. 
 
And while the soybean area was less than expected, we are still 
talking about record acreage.  And given USDA’s current yield 
estimate for 2009, 42.6 bushels per acre, the additional acreage 
adds 65 million bushels to the projected crop.  At 3.26 billion 
bushels, that would be record production, eclipsing 2006.  But as 
with corn, USDA may adjust its yield in upcoming reports to 
reflect the planting and crop development delays.  Weather will 
continue to play a major role in the markets going forward.  
Producers in the eastern Corn Belt are looking for a repeat of last 
year when the second half of the growing season was nearly 
ideal.  However, given the delays in crop development, any 
weather stress will translate into crop stress quickly and a 
rebound in crop prices.   
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 Corn, oats, soybeans, all hogs, all cattle, all sheep, and milk are whole-month 
prices. All hay and eggs are mid-month prices.  
2
  All prices are mid-month.    
3
  
Prices published January, April, July, and October. 
 
Prices Received Index Summary Table 
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Prices rec'd 
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 1 Preliminary  2  1990-92=100 reference replaced 1997=100 in January 1995.  
3  Iowa figures for 1910-14=100 base not available. 
 
















Prices Paid 1 
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    Fertilizer 
    Fuels 
    Chemicals 
    Lvstk/Poultry 
    Ratio 2 

















































 1 Prices paid by farmers for commodities and services, interest, taxes, and farm wage 
rates.  2 Received/Paid  3Ratio of index of prices received to index of prices paid for 
commodities and services, interest, taxes, and farm wage rates. 
Iowa Milk Production  
Milk production in Iowa in May 2009 totaled 384 million pounds, up 2.1 percent from May 2008. The average number of milk cows, 
215,000 head, was down from 216,000 head in May 2008. Production per cow averaged 1,785 pounds, up from 1,740 pounds in May 
2008. 
Milk Cows and Production: By Selected States, May 2008-2009 
State 
Milk Cows 1 Milk Per Cow 2 Milk Production 2 
2008 2009 2008 2009 2008 2009 
Change 
from 2008 

























































































 1 Includes dry cows, excludes heifers not yet fresh. 2  Excludes milk sucked by calves. 3  As of February 2009, the 23 States are Arizona, California, Colorado, Florida, 
Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, New Mexico, New York, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Texas, Utah, Vermont, Virginia, 
Washington, and Wisconsin. 
Egg Production 
Egg production in Iowa for May 2009 was 1.22 billion eggs, down slightly from May 2008. The total number of layers on hand during 
May 2009 was 53.8 million, up from 53.6 million layers in May 2008.  Eggs per 100 layers for the month of May was 2,271, down 
from 2,291 eggs the previous year. 
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 1 2009 preliminary, 2008 revised  2 Includes all layers and eggs produced in both table egg and hatching egg flocks regardless of size  3 Data by type of flock not shown for some states to 
avoid disclosing individual operations  4 The 29 states are AL, AR, CA, CO, CT, FL, GA, HI, IN, IL, IA, ME, MD, MN, MI, MS, MO, NE, NY, NC, OH, OR, PA, SC, SD, TX, VA, WA, 
and WI. 
 
 
